
1

 Minutes of
Jackson County Commissioners

January 7, 2014
6:00 p.m.

Commissioner Jerry Hounshel, Commissioner Matt Reedy,
Commissioner Tom Joray

     All Commissioners were present for meeting.

Commissioner Jerry Hounshel called the meeting to order at 6:00PM.  The Pledge of Allegiance 
was recited and a silent prayer observed.

Commissioner Matt Reedy made a motion to approve the December 17, 2013 commissioner 
minutes.  Commissioner Tom Joray seconded.  Three (3) yes votes, motion carried.

Commissioner Reedy made a motion to approve the payroll of December 27, 2013 in the 
amount of $337,882.62.  Commissioner Joray seconded.  Three (3) yes votes, motion carried.
Reports from other Committees:  None Given.

Commissioners then stated that an executive session was held in regards to an employee 
grievance.  The motion was made by Commissioner Reedy, in regards to Case #1-2014, to 
affirm the decision of the department head.   Commissioner Joray seconded.  Three (3) yes 
votes, motion carried.   

John Beatty appeared before Commissioners for the Property and Casualty insurance annual 
review.  Beatty stated that updates had been made to the policy.  After review, Commissioner 
Reedy made a motion to approve the policy as proposed.  Commissioner Joray seconded.  
Three (3) yes votes, motion carried.  

Joe Bradley then came before Commissioners providing them to two (2) handouts.  The first 
handout he discussed was Community spread MRSA infections related to pig manure.  The 
second handout outlined his remarks that he made to commissioners regarding CAFO.  Bradley 
was thanked for his information.  

Becky Vehslage then appeared before Commissioners in support of an ordinance to tighten 
control on CAFO.  She discussed issues such as, but not limited to the following:

Rights of CAFO owner vs. Rights of neighbors
Setback limits
BioFilters on fans
Shelter belts
CAFO not constructed in flood plains
Lengthening time from Plan Commission Meeting to BZA Hearing

Vehslage also provided Commissioners with a copy of her comments.  Commissioners thanked 
Vehslage for her information.  

Dr. Wes Whitler then came before Commissioners to discuss health issues regarding CAFO.  Dr
. Whitler discussed issues such as, but not limited to the following:

Distance between CAFO units
Air Pollution
Water Pollution
Antibiotic resistance in animals

Dr. Whitler also provided Commissioners with a copy of his remarks/information.  Dr. Whitler 
was thanked for his information.
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Commissioner Hounshel then addressed CAFO, stating that an ordinance had been drafted.  He 
stated that work has been done, sometimes on a daily basis, to draft an amended ordinance for 
review.  Hounshel then asked County Attorney Susan Bevers about the process of approving 
the ordinance.  Bevers stated the Commissioners will perform 1st reading of the ordinance and 
then the ordinance will go to The Planning Commission. The Planning Commissioner can agree, 
disagree or make changes.  Once through Planning Commission, the ordinance will come back 
to Commissioners for 2nd reading.

Commissioners then discussed the Board Appointment for Pershing Twp Fire Board.  
Commissioner Reedy made a motion to appoint Jeremy Ault.  Commissioner Joray seconded.  
Three (3) yes votes, motion carried.  

Commissioners then reviewed the annual certification of existing Covered Bridges in the county. 
Commissioners signed off, certifying two (2) covered bridges in the county.

Highway Supervisor, Warren Martin presented commissioners with a copy of all districts paving 
and chip & seal.  

Martin then stated that Attorney Bevers will be working on the temporary right of way agreement 
with John Cash for access to Shieldstown Covered Bridge.  

Martin asked commissioners to approve signing waivers of partial mortgage release and 
purchase right of way property at Cavanaugh Bridge.  Commissioner Reedy made a motion to 
approve.  Commissioner Joray seconded.  Three (3) yes votes, motion carried.  Commissioner 
Hounshel signed the waivers of partial mortgage release.  

Martin stated the Cavanaugh Bridge letting has been changed from April to November 2014.

Sheriff Mike Carothers presented the 2013 December Jail Report, Meal Expenditure Report and 
Dog Detention Report.  Carothers also informed commissioners that the 2013 Yearly Totals 
were also included on these reports.  

Human Resource Director, Jeff Hubbard asked commissioners about the Planning Commission 
Board Appointment.  Commissioners stated that they will wait to make this appointment until 
after the next Planning Commission meeting.  Hubbard stated that Ralph Collins stated he is 
interested in holding a position on either the Planning Commission board or BZA.  Hubbard also 
stated that he received a letter from Bill Drees Sr. stating he is interesting on serving on any 
board.

The resolution for commissioner meeting dates and times was brought before commissioners for 
approval.  The dates and times are listed as the 1st Tuesday of each month at 6pm and the 3rd 
Tuesday at 9:30 am.  Commissioner Joray made a motion to approve Resolution #1-
Commissioner Meeting Dates and Times.  Commissioner Reedy seconded.  Three (3) yes 
votes, motion carried.   

The meeting recessed until January 21, 2014 at 9:30AM.

_______________________________
_______________________________

Jerry Hounshel – President Matt Reedy

_______________________________
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Thomas M. Joray

______________________________
Kathy Hohenstreiter - attest


