MINUTES
JACKSON COUNTY COUNCIL
APRIL 18, 2012


Councilman Murphy called the Regular Meeting of the Jackson County Council to order at 6:00 PM.


Members Present:	      Councilman Murphy, Councilman Brewer, Councilwoman Schepman,
			      Councilman Thompson, Councilman Pottschmidt, Councilman Prange

Others Present:              Sheriff Mike Carothers, Attorney Susan Bevers, Auditor Debra Eggeman



Councilman Brewer made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 21, 2012 meeting as corrected.  Councilman Pottschmidt seconded.  Six (6) yes votes, motion carried.

Councilman Brewer reported on his research in raising the fee for infractions from the $5.00, which is what the fee is now to $25.  After speaking with County Clerk Amanda Lowery he found that state statute now states that the fee can be either zero ($0.00) or twenty-five ($25.00) which is at the discretion of Superior Court I Judge, Bruce Markel.  The Judge has made the decision to set the fee at zero $0.00. Last year the fees generated $7,000.00 for the county.  Councilman Brewer had hoped to generate $35,000.00 by raising the fee. 

Councilman Thompson reported that he has recently attended a K9 Control meeting and the committee found that Red Sky Rescue is in compliance with the contract.  The facility is doing a great job.

Councilman Thompson reported he participated in a teleconference to determine the bond rating for Jackson County with Standard & Poor’s representative Jeff Devine.  Participants were Councilman Thompson, Councilman Murphy, Commissioner Matt Reedy, Barnes & Thornburg legal counsel Jim Gutting, Underwriters for the bonds Linda Byron & Linda Matkowski, Financial Advisors Eric Reedy and Brandon Robbins.  Councilman Thompson stated that Financial Advisor Eric Reedy done a great job and was very well prepared.  The county will see a savings of $255,000.00 over the next ten (10) years.  The closing date for the bonds is May 1, 2012.

Councilwoman Becky Schepman reported that she recently attended a workshop with the Emergency Management Council for Elected Officials.  Becky stated that she learned a lot about FEMA funding and feels confident that Jackson County is prepared to respond to disaster.

Councilman Prange reported that he recently attended a meeting of the Seymour Chamber of Commerce.

Councilman Pottschmidt reported that he recently attended a meeting of the Jackson County Plan Commission.

Juvenile Home Director Dan Banks gave an update on the remodeling of the Juvenile Home and requested approval to proceed and complete Phase II.  Dan submitted an estimation of costs in the amount of $29,805.00 and stated that Commissioners have approved contingent upon Council approval.  Councilwoman Schepman made a motion to approve the request.  Councilman Brewer seconded.  Six (6) yes votes, motion carried.

County Assessor Bev Gaiter requested permission to proceed with advertising for bids for reassessment.  Bev explained that she has no idea what the cost will be but would like to advertise the specifications and move forward.  Reassessment will now be done continually instead of every three (3) years.  Councilman Thompson made a motion to accept the changes and advertise for bids.  Councilman Brewer seconded.  Six (6) yes votes, motion carried.

Jackson County Fair Board Member, Mark Wischmeir presented a profit & loss statement for the Jackson County Fair for Commissioners review.  Upon request from Councilman Thompson Mr. Wischmeir also presented Form 990 for review.  Council Members thanked Mr. Wischmeir for the report.

Councilman Murphy made the first reading of the Additional Appropriation Requests.  Councilman Prange made a motion to approve upon first reading.  Councilman Thompson seconded.  Six (6) yes votes, motion carried.

Highway Supervisor Warren Martin requested an Additional Appropriation from the Cumulative Bridge fund in the amount of $75,000.00 for work on the Shieldstown Covered Bridge.  

Health Department Office Manager Kimberli Myers requested an Additional Appropriation from the Cumulative Capital Development Fund in the amount of $500.00 for the purchase of office machines.  Kimberli explained that this amount was approved at budget time but did not get placed into the budget.  

Health Department Office Manager Kimberli Myers requested an Additional Appropriation from the Local Health Maintenance Fund in the amount of $947.00 to cover the new 2012 contract for the Public Health Educator.  

Prosecutor Rick Poynter requested an Additional Appropriation in the amount of $1,000.00 from the Prosecutors Diversion Fund which will pay for K9 support for the Indiana State Police.

Councilman Pottschmidt questioned the cost of $75,000.00 to maintain the Shieldstown Covered Bridge.
Attorney Susan Bevers explained that a portion of the funding is earmarked for Historical Covered Bridges and if Jackson County does not accept the funding it will go to another county.  Commissioner Jerry Hounshel was in attendance and stated that if the bridge is not maintained and falls into the river the county is responsible for the costs of recovering the bridge.

Councilman Brewer made a motion to approve all Additional Appropriation requests which were presented.  Councilman Thompson seconded.  Six (6) yes votes, motion carried.

Brandon Robbins with Reedy Financial Group requested an Additional Appropriation on behalf of the Grassy Fork Township Fire Protection District in the amount of $16,500.00.  Councilman Murphy made the first reading of the request.  Councilman Thompson made a motion to approve upon first reading.  Councilman Prange seconded.  Six (6) yes votes motion carried.  Councilman Murphy made the second reading of the request.  Councilman Prange made a motion to approve.  Councilman Pottschmidt seconded.  Six (6) yes votes, motion carried.

County Sheriff Mike Carothers presented the Jail Report and the Jail Meal Expenses Report for March 2012.  Sheriff Carothers also stated that the Department of Corrections will be scaling back on the number of inmates held in the Jackson County Jail.  Councilman Murphy stated that revenue will go down drastically and Council will need to deal with this at budget time.

Juvenile Detention Center Director John Long presented the center’s report for March 2012.  Council Members thanked John for his work done since his return.

Human Resource Director Jeff Hubbard requested direction on where to pay a bill received from Janssen & Spaans Engineering for consulting services on the expansion of county government offices in Brownstown.  Councilman Pottschmidt made a motion to advertise an additional appropriation from the Rainy Day Fund to pay for the services.  Councilman Prange seconded.  Six (6) yes votes, motion carried.

Council Members discussed where to pay the sewer charges which are due to the Town of Brownstown from.  Councilman Brewer made a motion to advertise an additional appropriation from the Rainy Day Fund.  Councilwoman Schepman seconded.  Six (6) yes votes, motion carried.


Councilman Thompson made a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Prange seconded.  Six (6) yes votes, motion carried.
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