MINUTES

JACKSON COUNTY COUNCIL
February 15, 2012
Councilman Murphy called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM and led the Pledge of Allegiance and the Lords Prayer.  Sheriff Mike Carothers did the swearing in of the Council. 
Members Present:
Councilman Murphy, Councilman Brewer, Councilwoman Schepman
Councilman Pottschmidt, Councilman Wheeler, Councilman Prange
Councilman Thompson

Others Present:

Sheriff Mike Carothers, Attorney Susan Bevers, Auditor Debra Eggeman

Councilman Thompson made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 18, 2012 minutes as presented.  Councilman Prange seconded.  Seven (7) yes votes, motion carried.

Councilman Thompson gave an update on the refinancing of the Courthouse/Annex bonds stating that by following the advice of Financial Advisor Eric Reedy the county will see a savings of around $250,000.00 and there will be no increase in the term of the loan.  
Recorder Linda Auleman appeared before Council in regards to combining two part-time positions into one full time position in her office.  The position will be paid from the Recorders Perpetuation Fund.  Councilman Murphy stated that he understands that it is difficult to find part-time employees who will continue working.  After continued discussion Councilman Prange made a motion to allow the increase of hours for the part time employee to 34 hours per week.  Councilman Pottschmidt seconded.  Seven (7) yes votes, motion carried.  The employee will still be considered part-time but will allow the Recorder to complete projects which are in the works.

Clerk Amanda Lowery informed Council that she will be requesting an additional appropriation from the Help America Vote Fund in the amount of $2,000.00 to cover the cost of postage for notices to inform the public of changes in voting locations.  Councilman Brewer made a motion of intent to approve once the request is advertised.  Councilman Prange seconded.  Seven (7) yes votes, motion carried.

Superior Court I Judge Bruce Markel and Barb Stout appeared before Council requesting that the county cover the cost of PERF and the cost of insurance for one (1) employee.  Judge Markel explained that the Drug and Alcohol Program is running short on funds but expect this to improve.  Councilman Thompson made a motion to approve the request.  Councilman Prange seconded.  Seven (7) yes votes, motion carried.

Councilman Murphy made the first reading of the Additional Appropriation requests.  Councilman Brewer made a motion to approve upon first reading.  Councilman Thompson seconded.  Seven (7) yes votes, motion carried.

Emergency Management Director Duane Davis requested additional monies in the amount of $1,000.00 from the general fund to address the narrow banding for the VHF.  After much discussion Councilman Brewer made a motion to deny the request and give the intent to approve once re-advertised from the Cumulative Capital Fund.  Councilman Prange seconded.  Seven (7) yes votes, motion carried.
Prosecutor Rick Poynter requested additional monies from the Prosecutor’s Diversion Fund in the amount of $2,500.00 for the purchase of tasers for the Excise Police.  Councilman Prange made a motion to approve the request.  Councilman Brewer seconded.  Seven (7) yes votes, motion carried.
Human Resource Director Jeff Hubbard informed Council of an accident involving an EMS transport vehicle.  The vehicle was totaled by the insurance company and there is funding in the EMS Fund for the purchase of a new vehicle if Council will approve.  Councilman Prange recommended funding of a new vehicle.  An additional appropriation will be advertised for this purchase.

Sheriff Mike Carothers reported on expenditures and activities at the jail.
Attorney Susan Bevers reported on the issue of the outstanding sewer bill which is owed to the Town of Brownstown.  Susan stated that a letter from the town’s attorney does not reflect the meeting which was held with Town officials recently.  There is a question as to whether the county should pay in-town or out-of-town rates.  At the meeting it was agreed that the county would pay in-town rates.  The bill received from the attorney does not reflect that.  Councilman Brewer stated after attending the meeting with official he returned with the idea that the county owed $124,000.00 and was to be paid back in three installments over a three year period.  Councilman Murphy made a motion directing Attorney Susan Bevers to offer the figure agreed to at the meeting.  Councilman Prange seconded.  Seven (7) yes votes, motion carried.
Juvenile Detention Center Director John Long presented his report for the month of January, 2012.

Councilman Brewer suggested the increase of the fine structure for infractions stating that this may be a benefit to the county.  Attorney Susan Bevers will research this issue and report back at the next scheduled meeting.

Councilman Prange made a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Wheeler seconded.  Seven (7) yes votes, motion carried.
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